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Art Unit: 2625 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office action is responsive to Applicant's PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT, 
filed November 8, 2004. Claims 1-13 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1,2,5,6 and 9-1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Publication 2002/0008771 (Uchino et al M hereinafter Uchino). 

Regarding claims 1 and 2, Uchino discloses an image processing method of 
processing an image data using an image file, the image file including the image data 
and image processing control information to be used for processing the image data (Fig. 
16, paragraph 0094), the method comprising the steps of: (a) determining a degree of 
auto adjustment for adjusting lightness and contrast of the image data according to 
lightness of a whole image expressed by the image data, based on the image 
processing control information (paragraphs 0049, 0053); and (b) performing the auto 
adjustment based on the determination (paragraphs 0062-0065). The image 
processing control information includes light metering information showing whether a 
specific metering method is used for photographing of the image data, the specific 
metering method measuring light only in a specified field of view that is a part of the 
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image (paragraphs 0051 , 0094); and the step (a) includes the step of reducing the 
degree of the auto adjustment when the light metering information shows that the 
specific metering method is used for the photographing (paragraph 0064). 

Regarding claims 5 and 6, Uchino discloses an image processing method of 
processing an image data using an image file, the image file including the image data 
and image processing control information to be used for processing the image data (Fig. 
16, paragraph 0094), the method comprising the steps of: (a) selecting one of a plurality 
of adjustment modes according to the image processing control information (paragraphs 
0051-0052); and (b) automatically adjusting lightness of the image data in the selected 
adjustment mode according to lightness of a whole image expressed by the image data, 
wherein the plurality of adjustment modes include a plurality of adjustment modes 
having a difference in at least one of a degree of lightness adjustment and a degree of 
contrast adjustment (paragraphs 0049, 0053, 0062-0065). The image processing 
control information includes light metering information showing whether a specific 
metering method is used for photographing of the image data, the specific metering 
method measuring light only in a specified field of view that is a part of the image 
(paragraphs 0051, 0094), and the step (a) includes the step of reducing the degree of 
the auto adjustment when the light metering information shows that the specific 
metering method is used for photographing (paragraph 0064). 

Regarding claim 9, Uchino discloses an image output method of outputting image 
data in response to an image file, the image file including the image data and image 
processing control information to be used for image processing of the image data (Fig. 
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16, paragraph 0094), the image output method comprising: the steps included in the 
image processing method in accordance with claim 1 (note claim 1 rejection above); 
and the step of outputting an image in response to the image-processed image data 
(inherent in digital camera taught by Uchino). 

Regarding claim 10, Uchino discloses a computer-readable medium storing a 
computer program for causing a computer to process an image data using an image 
file, the image file including the image data and image processing control information to 
be used for processing the image data (Fig. 16, paragraphs 0085-0087, 0094), the 
computer program comprising programs causing the computer to perform: a function to 
determine a degree of an auto adjustment for adjusting lightness and contrast of the 
image data according to lightness of a whole image expressed by the image data, 
based on the image processing control information (paragraphs 0049, 0053); and a 
function to perform the auto adjustment based on the determination (paragraphs 0062- 
0065). 

Regarding claim 11, Uchino discloses a computer-readable medium storing a 
computer program for causing a computer to process an image data using an image 
file, the image file including the image data and image processing control information to 
be used for processing the image data (Fig. 16, paragraphs 0085-0087, 0094), the 
computer program comprising programs causing the computer to perform: a function to 
automatically adjust lightness of the image data according to lightness of a whole image 
expressed by the image data in one of a plurality of adjustment modes (paragraphs 
0049, 0053, 0062-0065); and a function to select one of the plurality of adjustment 
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modes according to the image processing control information (paragraphs 0051-0052); 
wherein the plurality of adjustment modes include a plurality of adjustment modes 
having a difference in at least one of a degree of lightness adjustment and a degree of 
contrast adjustment (paragraphs 0049, 0053, 0062-0065). 

Regarding claim 12, Uchino discloses an image processing apparatus for 
processing an image data using an image file, the image file including the image data 
and image processing control information to be used for processing the image data (Fig. 
16, paragraph 0094), the apparatus comprises: an automatic picture quality adjuster 
configured to automatically regulate lightness and contrast of the image data according 
to lightness of a whole image expressed by the image data (paragraphs 0049, 0053); 
and an adjustment degree determiner configured to determine a degree of the auto 
adjustment based on the image processing control information (paragraphs 0062-0065). 

Regarding claim 13, Uchino discloses an image processing apparatus for 
processing an image data using an image file, the image file including the image data 
and image processing control information to be used for processing the image data (Fig. 
16, paragraph 0094); the apparatus comprises: an automatic picture quality adjuster 
configured to automatically adjust lightness of the image data according to lightness of a 
whole image expressed by the image data in one of a plurality of adjustment modes 
(paragraphs 0049, 0053, 0062-0065); and an adjustment mode selector configured to 
select one of the plurality of adjustment modes according to the image processing 
control information (paragraphs 0051-0052); wherein the plurality of adjustment modes 
include a plurality of adjustment modes having a difference in at least one of a degree of 
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lightness adjustment and a degree of contrast adjustment (paragraphs 0049, 0053, 
0062-0065). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3, 4, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Uchino. 

Regarding claims 3 and 7, Uchino discloses an image processing method, 
wherein the light metering information represents a selected one among a plurality of 
metering methods including averaged metering, center-weighted metering, spot 
metering, multi-spot metering, divisional light metering, and partial light metering, and 
the specific metering methods include the spot metering and the multi-spot metering 
(paragraphs 0051, 0105). While Uchino does not specifically disclose partial metering, 
Uchino states that other metering types may be employed (paragraph 0105). In view of 
this, one of ordinary skill in the art would have known that any known metering type, 
including partial light metering, could be used in the image processing method of 
Uchino. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the teaching of Uchino by providing partial light metering, or other metering 
types, so that the image correction may be further optimized for selected areas of a 
photographed image. 
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Regarding claims 4 and 8, Uchino does not disclose a user interface allowing a 
user to select the degree of auto adjustment when the image processing control 
information indicates center-weighted metering. However, it is well known in the art to 
provide a manual mode for enabling a user to manually input information for image 
correction, as well as an automatic mode for enabling an imaging apparatus to perform 
the image correction without the need for the user to input the information. By providing 
a mode for manual correction, a user can correct an image according to his or her 
specific needs or intentions, and thus it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the teaching of Uchino by providing a means by which a user 
can select a degree of auto adjustment, regardless of the type of metering indicated by 
the image processing control information. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas D. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7436. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-5:00, alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L, Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
• system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Thomas D Lee 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Division 2625 
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